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Starting out small (really small) and then rapidly growing takes
risk, courage, perseverance, and the right machining technology.
Here is a Texan that has traveled the road of the “oil path.”

Setting Up a Part on the
LV800OM Vertical Lathe

avid Kulbeth, president, Kalco
DMachine and Manufacturing Co.

(KM&M), Wichita Falls, Texas,
says the company started out in 1998
as a one-man operation in a 2,000ft?
shop with two manual lathes and a
manual mill. Today, KM&M has 70
employees at three locations, totaling
51,500ft?, and will probably have sales
of about 9.2 million this year.

The company acquired its first
CNC machines — a vertical machining
center and a small lathe — in 1999. In
July 2007, KM&M bought its first pair
of Hyundai WIA machines as a means
to address more efficiently a better
method of producing oil, gas, and min-
ing parts for the booming energy sec-
tor. Both machines were CNC turning
centers, and included a SKT 28L and
a SKT 25.

KM&M currently has 12 Hyundai
WIA machines. The most recent ac-
quisitions were purchased all within
the last five months, and include a
Hyundai WIA L400LMC turning center,
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an LV80OM vertical lathe, a L250MS
turning center, and a SKT 21LMS. The
Hyundai WIA LVBOOM vertical lathe was
for a new oil and gas application.

“We are currently about 80% oil
patch,” Kulbeth says. “The frac pump
industry has slowed down a bit be-
cause of an overcapacity of pumps. It
is not because they are not still drilling
and fracking wells, it is just that there is
so much equipment and no one needs
new equipment, for what looks like at
least a year.

“Regarding materials, the oil and
gas business that we are involved in
is probably 70% 4140, and some of it
is heat treated up to 38 Rockwell. We
outsource heat-treating. We have just
started doing some black oxide and
zinc phosphate plating.”

Kulbeth says he recently went to Ko-
rea with his supplier, Hillary Machinery
(Plano, Texas) to tour Hyundai WIA's ma-
chine tool production plants in Chang-
won, South Korea. While there, he
wanted to learn more about Hillary Ma-
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